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philistines and the Cracow Naprzod; for she understood perfectly well that this historical fact utterly refutes her phrases that the right to self-determination of nations is a "utopia," that it is like the right "to eat from gold plates," etc. Sudh phrases only express a smug, opportunist faith in the immutability of the present alignment of forces among the nationalities cxf Eastern- Europe.
Let us proceed further. In the question of the self-determination of nations, as in every other question, we are interested, first and foremo&t, in the self-determination of the proletariat within a given nation. Rosa Luxemburg modestly evaded this question too, for she realized that an analysis of it on the basis of the example of Norway, which she herself chose, would be disastrous for her "theory."
What position did the Norwegian and Swedish proletariat take, and indeed had to take, in the conflict over secession? After Norway seceded, the class-conscious workers of Norway would naturally fliave voted for a republic,* and if some Socialists voted otherwise it only goes to !show how much stupid, philistine opportunism there sometimes is in the European socialist movement. There can be no two opinions about that, and we mention this point only because Rosa Luxemburg is trying to obscure the issue by speaking beside the point. We do not know whether the Norwegian socialist program made it obligatory for Norwegian Social-Democrats to hold a particular view on the question of secession. We will assume that it did not, that the Norwegian Socialists left it an open 'question as to what extent the autonomy of Norway gave sufficient scope for freely waging the class struggle, or to what extent eternal friction and conflicts with the Swedish aristocracy hin-
* Since the majority of the Norwegian nation was in favour of a monarchy while the proletariat wanted a republic, ^then, generally speaking, the Norwegian proletariat was confronted with the alternative: either revolution, if conditions were ripe for it, or subordination to the will of the majority and prolonged propaganda and agitation work.
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